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Whole School Reading Spine 2020 – 2021 

Information for staff 

This document is a reading list for the school. It has been collated, with staff recommendations, to deliberately expose the children to inspirational authors, a range of genres and key texts that we want them to have encountered by the time they leave Woodcroft Primary School. Certain books have been included to fit with the appropriate English topics for your year group. Reading with your class, whether in the English lesson or as class novel time, should occur daily. The books have been selected to ensure coverage of a broad and balance curriculum that incorporates P4C, PSHE and ELSA.  It is to be viewed as their core entitlement – and, as such, is non-negotiable. 
In Foundation and Key Stage One, you will read many more books than your list during the year, as your books tend to be thinner and quicker to get through. However, use the books as your core list, which should be read completely and studied in depth. Your children should move up to the next year group being able to confidently retell at least ten stories. 

Key Stage Two, obviously your books are thicker and will take a while to read so there are fewer core texts. The children should be able to understand and retell the outline of each of the core books. 
The reading spine will be available for parents to view on the school website and you may like to remind parents of that via your class newsletters so that they can access the books their child will be studying and maybe even suggest that they share and encourage their child to read other books by the same author or a similar theme. 
The idea is that in each year, a child will cover all 5 plagues of reading (Doug Lemov): archaic / heritage texts, non-linear time sequence, complexity of narrator, complexity of story and resistant texts.  So that, by the time they reach Year 6 and beyond, they have a good understanding of all of them and can access the more complex books expected of them in secondary schools.
Poetry is many children’s route into reading. The best way to help children to become comfortable with poetry is to make sure they hear it as often as possible from as wide a range of books and anthologies and from as many different voices as possible. 
The Reading Spine should always remain a working document - excellent new books are always being written and discovered and so may change year on year. It is not intended to be an exhaustive list. Rather, it is the bare minimum, and our aspiration is that children will use it as a launch pad for their own journeys as life-long readers; where the pure love of reading will ensure that it forms part of their daily routines for the rest of their lives. 
May 2020 

To be reviewed June 2021 
	R
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Marvellous me 

Starting school
	Tell me a story
	Superheroes
	Pirates and mermaids
	Animals
	In the park

	Titles & Authors
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle 
Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell 

Supertato – Paul Linnet

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen 

Owl Babies – Martin Waddell 

Jolly Postman – Allan Ahlberg 

Hairy Maclarly Lynley Dodd

Elmer – David McKee

Each Peach Pear Plum – Allan and Janet Ahlberg 

The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson

Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle 

Mog – Judith Kerr 
Mr Grumpy’s Outing – John Burringham 
Guess How Much I Love You – Sam McBratney  

Beegu – Alexis Deacon

Stanley’s Stick – John Hegey
Rumble in the Jungle – Giles Andrea 
I’m Big Now – Anthea Simmons 
Kipper – Mick Inkpen 

	Poetry: 
	Nursey Rhymes



	1
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Toys
	Traditional Tales
	Dinosaurs
	Kings, Queens and Castles 
	Oceans and Seas


	Aliens and Monsters

	Text Driver: 
	‘Dogger’ – Shirley Hughes

‘Lost in the Toy Museum’ – David Lucas  
	‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ - Ladybird
	‘The dinosaur that pooped a planet’ – Tom Fletcher

‘How dinosaurs really work’ – Alan Snow
	‘The Queen’s Knickers’ – Nicholas Allan

The Queen’s Hat’ – Steve Antony 
	‘Flotsam’ – David Wiesner

‘The Snail and the Whale’ – Julia Donaldson 
	‘Here Come the Aliens’ – Colin McNaughton 

‘My alien and me’ - Smriti Prasadam-Halls 

	Titles & Authors

	Dinosaurs and All That Rubbish – Michel Fulman 

Julie Donaldson books
Aliens Love Underpants – Claire Freedman 

Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister

The Tiger That Came to Tea – Judith Kerr 

The Large series – Jill Murphy 

Percy the Park Keeper – Nick Butterworth 

Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers

Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne

Cinnamon – Neil Gaiman 

Funnybones – Alan Ahlberg 
Wanted: The Perfect Pet – Fiona Roberton 

	Poetry:


	Playtime Rhymes – Sally Gardner

The Puffin Book of fantastic first poems

Mister Magnolia – Quentin Blake


	2
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	On Safari 
	Great Fire of London 
	Fractured Fairy Tales
	Magic and potions 


	Minibeasts
	Victorians 



	Text Driver: 
	‘Giraffes can’t dance’ – Giles Andreae
	‘Vlad’ – Kate Cunningham 
	Original story: 3 little pigs 

‘The true story of the 3 little pigs’ – Jon Scieszka
	‘George’s marvellous medicine’ – Roald Dahl
	‘The bugliest bug’ – Carol Diggory Shields 
	‘Daisy saves the day’ – Shirley Hughes

‘Queen Victoria’s bathing machine’ – Gloria Whelan 

	Titles & Authors

	Where the Wild Things Are – Maurice Sendak 

Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett

The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch 

Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown 

Dr Seuss series 

Fantastic Mr Fox – Roald Dahl 

Hodgehog – Dick King-Smith 

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book? – Lauren Child 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark – Jill Tomlimson 

Diary of the Killer Cat – Anne Fine 

How to Hide a Lion – Helen Stephens 

	Poetry:


	Jinnie Ghost – Berlie Doherty

On the Ning Nang Nong – Spike Milligan 

Adventures of Isabel – Ogden Nash 

Daddy fell into the pond – Alfred Noyes

Rabbit – Mary Anne Hoberman 

About the teeth sharks – John Clardi
The Owl and the Pussy Cat – Edward Lear 


	3
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Waterlooville


	Stone Age and Iron Age
	The UK
	Technology
	Romans 
	Zoos- animals 

	Text Driver: 
	‘Window’ – Jeannie Baker 
	‘Stone age boy’ – Satoshi Kitamura

‘How to wash a woolly mammoth’ – Michelle Robinson 
	‘The wind in the willows’ – Big Cat 

‘The Paperbag Prince’ – Colin Thompson 
	‘Until I met Dudley’ – Roger McGough 
	‘Escape from Pompeii’ – Christina Balit

‘Roman Diary’ – Richard Platt 
	‘Zoo’ – Anthony Browne

‘Willy the Wimp’ – Anthony Browne

	Titles & Authors
	Not Now Bernard – David McKee 

Stig of the Dump – Clive King 

The Sheep-Pig – Dick King-Smith 

The Worst Witch – Jill Murphy 

The Giraffe, Pelly and Me – Roald Dahl 

The Magic Far Away Tree – Enid Blyton 

The Abominables – Eva Ibbotson 

The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

Izzy Gizmo – Pip Jones 

	Poetry:


	I am the seed that grew the tree – National Trust Collection 

Louder – Roger Stevens

The sound collector – Roger McGough

Macavity the mystery cat – TS Eliot


	4
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Titanic 
	Superheroes
	Rainforests 
	Myths 
	Vikings and Anglo Saxons
	Rivers, mountains and coasts

	Text Driver: 
	‘Titanic’ – Usborne

‘Polar – The Titanic bear’ – Daisy Corning Stone Spedden 
	‘Traction Man’ – Mini Grey 
	‘The Great Kapok tree’ – Lynne Cherry 

‘The Vanishing Rainforest’ – Richard Platt 
	‘Beowulf’ – Michael Morpurgo

‘Mythologica’ - Dr Stephen Kershaw
	‘How to train a dragon’ – Cressida Cowell 

Horrible Histories ‘Vicious Vikings’ book and show
	‘A River’ – Marc Martin

‘Horrible Geography – ‘Raging Rivers’

 ‘Where on Earth: Rivers’

	Titles & Authors
	Black Dog – Levi Pinfold

Matilda – Roald Dahl 

Captain Underpants – Dav Pilkey 

Charlotte’s Web – EB White 

Suitcase Kid – Jacqueline Wilson 

The Demon Headmaster – Gillian Cross 

Bill’s New Frock – Anne Fine 

The Butterfly Lion – Michael Morpurgo 

	Poetry:


	Please Mrs Butler – Allan Ahlberg

I don’t like poetry – Joshua Seigal

Deep in the green wood – Wes Magee

Buckingham Palace – AA Milne

The letter A – Darren Sardelli

Big book of bad things – Michael Rosen


	5
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Tudors 
	The Environment 
	Space 
	WW2
	Trade and Business 

(Fairtrade)
	Ancient Egypt 

	Text Driver: 
	‘The Executioner’s daughter’ – Jane Hardstaff
	‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ – Michael Morpurgo
	‘Tim Peake – Ask an astronaut’ – Tim Peake

Space poetry 
	‘Letters from a lighthouse’ – Emma Carroll

‘My war diary’ - Marcia Williams 
	The Fairtrade website 
	‘Mystery of the Egyptian mummy’ – Scott Peters 

	Titles & Authors
	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe – CS Lewis 
Stormbreaker – Anthony Horowitz 
The Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom – Louis Sachar
Gangsta Granny – David Walliams 
Kid Normal – Greg James 
Varjak Paw – SF Said
Room 13 – Robert Swindells 

	Poetry:


	Silly Verse – Spike Milligan

Jabberwocky – Lewis Carroll

Clouds – Christina Rossetti 

My Shadow – Robert Louis Stephenson

At the zoo – William Makepeace Thackery 


	6
	Autumn 1


	Autumn 2


	Spring 1 


	Spring 2 


	Summer 1


	Summer 2 



	Topics:
	Mayans
	Explorers 
	Natural disasters
	Global Issues 
	London 


	Lights, Camera Action

	Text Driver:
	Film driver: ‘The curse of the Mayans’ 
	‘Ice Trap’ – Meredith Hooper 

‘Shackleton’s Journey’ – William Grill 
	‘Flood’ – Alvaro F. Villa
‘Floodland’ – Marcus Sedgwick 
	‘The Arrival’ – Shaun Tan 

‘The story of the blue planet’ - Andri Snaer Magnason
	‘The London Eye mystery’ – Siobhan Dowd 
	‘Macbeth’ - Andrew Matthews 

	Titles & Authors
	Holes – Louis Sahar

Boy Underwater –  Adam Baron

The Boy at the Back of the Classroom – Onjail Q Rauf 

The Borrowers – Mary Norton 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – Lemony Snicket 

Skellig – David Almond 

	Poetry:


	Tyger – William Blake

If – Rudyard Kipling

What are heavy – Christina Rossetti

Life doesn’t frighten me – Maya Angelou

A ballard of London – Richard Massinshaw 


Whole School Events:
	
	Autumn


	Spring
	Summer

	Collaborative Project: 
(2 weeks)

	
	The Day the Crayons Quit – Oliver Jeffers 
-
	July: 
The Tunnel – Anthony Browne 

	Key Events: 
	Linked to Remembrance 

Where the poppies Now Grow – Hilary Robinson 

	
	


